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HE only effectual Way to Overturn a Free 

State, is by making the People Parties to 

their own Ruin. To bring this about, 

there muft be a Concurrence of many Stra- 

tagems and Artifices, of flrong Prejudices 
and well-contriv'd Delufions, laid together in fome fa- 
yourable Jun¢ture ; fo that vaft Mulcicudes thall confpire 
with their worft Enemies againft Themfelves. All the 
Cunning and Villainy, that humane Nature is capable 
of, are the neceffary Qualifications of thofg Operators 
in Mifchief, who are engag’d to carry on this Blefled 
Work: But even thefe Preparations were known to fail 
heretofore ; and where-ever Arts and Sciences, Peace, 
Plenty and Freedom flourifh’d, it was found a very dif- 
ficult Matter, to lead the People aftray, and Arm them 
again{t cheirown Laws and Liberties, under’a falfe Pre- 
tence of defending and fecuring Both. Perhaps, if 4di- 
frory were throughly fearch’d into, few Inftances could 
be produt’d, where a fmall Body of Seditious Afpiring 
Men, their Charaéters tell: known, and their Defigns 
fully laid open and expos’d, were yet able to lead fuch 


| confiderable. Numbers of weak, bigoted, refttefs Fol- 


lowers, into all their frantick Meafures and wild Adven- 
tures, to thé Difturbanee of the publick Tranquility, 
and the Trouble and Difquiet of a well-order'd Govern- 
ment: Few Precedents cou!d-be given of fuch wretched, 
and yet fuch fuccefsfiul Management, more flragranc 
aid remarkable, than thofe we daily meet with here in 
Prissin; in a wife enlighten’d Age, in a great and 
happy Country ; guarded by the belt Lawsgand go- 
vern'd by a Sett of Men in Authority, whofe Admini- 
firation is nor lefs confpicuous for Wifdom and Juftice, 
than for Leniry and Moderation. 

I thall give a Proof of this general Accufation, which, 
with too much Juftice, bears fo heavily upon many of 
my Countrymen, in the famous Cafe of Rumours and 
Hid than which I know of none more remarkable, 

that fhews the Folly and Weaknefs of the Faction 


in fo broad.a Light, and fuch ftrong Features and Co- 


louri Ranzurs and Reports are become the common 
Trading Tools and Engines of wicked Men, and the 
Mafters of Sedition. There are known Academies and 
Profeffors of this Art; whither the Superftitious Under- 
lings and Rabble of the Party continually refort, to 
learn and fludy fach Clamours, Surmifes, Apprehen- 


| fions, and ‘Political Lyes, as are proper to be encou- 
> saged and fer on foot every Week or Month; and to 
1 know what thall happen to them of good or bad For- 


4 


tune, if they make ufe of whatever Charms, Amulets, 
hard Words, and Invocations, their Dire¢tors fhall 
think fit to prefcribe. The Plilomaths and Students in 
bs ner and Affrology, refiding in the feveral Spheres of 

ee ps and Barbitan, ave not better known, nor 
crouded with more Attendance ; tho’ in the Telling of 
Fortunes, and Anfwering of Horary Queffions, they act 
with more Caution, by the help of few Ambiguities and 
Dowble. Entendres, and are lefs liable to Miftake : But 


ges tanding this difference, their Rivals at the other 
° 


the Town, run away with all the Profits of a 
prevailing Bigotry and popular Credulity : They labour 
to avoid Truth, and take pains to be always in the 
Wrong: They think it fofficient to provide a 4 for 
every Day, without being follicitous about any Difco- 
very that To Morrow thall bring forth to their Preiu- 
dice; and yet even picking the Pockets of their Difti- 
ples and Followers, docs not, as it ufed to do in other 


: 
Cafes, reftore the poor Cullies to a Right ufe of their 
 Raiting anit Prope 
_- Raifing ropagating of Rumours and falfe Reports 
is become a pertett Maiufacture, and a rca bpists 
Branch of Trade. All Proprietors of Stock, and Sub- 
fcribers to the publick Funds, with the feveral buty 
Creatures, who frequent Change- Alley and the adjacent 
Coffee-Houfes, are under as great a Neceflity of Learning 
and Prastifing the whole Art of Political Lying, as they 
are of underftanding the true Nature ot Commerce, tiie 
Force and Extent of Security, the Bef of the Lay, the 
true State of duterc/?, Principal, Premium, Difconnt, 
Courje of Payment, or any other Fundamental Article itn 
Trade whatever. By a conftant Reading of Papers and 
Pamphlets, by Foreign Corre{pondence, and Haunting Ciabs 
and Levees, they can tell where the Publick is chiefly 
Diftrefs'd; and can either Contrive or Abett a good 
hopeful Lye accordingly, wheneyer they or their Friends 
have a mind to fink Publick Credit, and Buy in upon 
seafonable Terms ; to. the Lofs of their filly believin 
Neiwwhbours, who are not in the Secret. Hence it js 
comneto pals, iat Rumours and Repirts are now capable 
of being Valu’d and Apprais‘d, as well as any other 
Commodity, There are Men, who can tell to a vety 
gteat Nicety, how much fuch a Lye will be woh, and 
what fuch a Falfhood will bring in at the Markets ; 
how far it will affe&t the Companies, the Bank, the Lot- 
teries, or any other Fund; and what Ornaments and 
Additions are Neceffary, in order to advance the Neat 
Produce, as alfo in what manner it may be introduc’d 
with the faireft Profpest of Succefs. Ix was heretofore 
faid, that the Lanyers made the moft of Lying, and by 
Nec-nons, by fubtle Diftinétions, and fraps of falje 
Latin, made themfelves a clear Title to whatever Plain- 
iif and Defend int had been long fcrambling for: Thus 
the Mob and Populace ufed to Treat the Hinourable Pro- 
fofion. Thur all the Arrifices of this kind, that ever W./- 
minfter-Flall was acquainted with, are now to be learn’d 
nearer the Exchange, in much greater Perfe@ion. There 
you meet with fingle Traders, who have made a Plumb 
of a Lye, that lafted only three Days. There you fee 
fine Houfes, rich Furniture and blazing Equipages, all 
amafs'd together upon the Ruins of Five or Six rhow 
fand poor credulous Wretches ; who Sold out in kind- 
nefs to their Party, and humour’d the Delufion, for fear 
the Contrivers of the Cheat fhould mifs their Reward. 
How many Grave Citts have we within the Precigfl; 
without any violent Pretences to Wit or Invention, ex- 
om their being known to fome Member of the Kir-C2t, 
who, upon the bare ftrength of a FaGious Genius, have 
Ly’d themfelves into confiderable Eftates, and farteri’d 
upon the Spoils of many Bankrup’s ; whofe fole Caute 
of Ruin, was a confcientious Belief and Reliance upon 
the Ciamours and Legends of their Party ; Perhaps, if 
a fair Calculation were made of the late Fxecrable Ru- 
mosr about Her Maj-——'s Indifpofition, and the Garin 
of the Pretender, and a true Account taken of Proft and 
Lafs, Debtor and Creditor, 1 believe it would appear 
that the blind Zeal of the Wigs, and their entire Sub 
miffion to a few Rooks and Sharpers, is a more expen- 
five Evil, than any they are taught to apprehend; and 
moa cage ane “yon pea wort of Facobites, fince 
they do not flick to Tx the People, and raife Mo: 
in the Name of the Pretender. oe et ee 
Now I am upon the Subject of this formidable Re- 
port of the Coming of Popery and the Pretender, 1 can- 
not 
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mot forbear expreffing an uncommon Contempt of thofe 
Wretches, aid ftrange Indignation at their Conduct, who 
draw their Moncey out of the Funds, and fink Publick 
Credit, our 6f a ftrong Apprehenfion of rhis Imaginary 
Danger. Such Proceeding is the Height and Quintcf- 
fence of Folly: Since, if there were any Grounds for 
fuch a Fear, if the Pretender were about to prepare tor 
his Voyage, and really defign’d to Invade us, their 
Moncy would fii be as fafe in the Stocks, as any where. 
For when Men are about to be Martyr’d, and the Con- 
ftitution to be over-turned, neither Lands, Mortgages, 
Clofers and Cells under Ground, can be thought a tole- 
rable Security ; and ‘tis madnefs to expect to fave Mo- 
ney, in a genetal Maffzcre and Perfecution. So that this 
Clamour, were it in any degree probable, can never 
be made a Reafon for Selling out; and methinks the 
Collies of the Party fhould never liften to their Leaders 
on this Subje@t; till they fee them Selling off all, and 


preparing to fly into fome more hofpitable Country. 


But I am amaz‘d to find fo many Men of common 
Senfe, and. converfant in Trade and Bufinefs, treat the 
Government after this fhameful Manner, in the eafy 
Reception which they give to all forts of Scandalous Ru- 
mors and Repirts. Lremember when Mock Lorteries and 
little Offices for the Improvement of fmall Sums of Moncy 
were in Vogue, it was the conftane Bufinefs of the Pro- 
prietors and Managers of thofe Funds, to aufwer the 
feveral Calumnies and Reflections, which their Com- 
petitors usd to advance againft chem. Fiction feems to 
regard the Government as a Society, of no greater Ufe 
‘and Figure in the World, than one of thefe Mufhroom 
‘Eftablifhments ; and imagines it was ereéted for no 
other End, but to falve all che Difficulties, and remove 
all the Obftacles, that the Patrons of abus'd Liberty 


‘think fit to bring againftir. There are Merchants, who 
cannot but know, that their private Fortunes muft fink 
fat Publick Credit not only . 
“qncludes Private, but is of much greater Confequence 
“in the World. They think no Caution too much, and 


with the Conftitution; and t 


no Refentment too fevere, wherever the Credit of a 
Family or a particular Trader is concerned: Bur yet 
where a Nation is at Stake, and Lyes and Scandal are 
invented and fpread, to the Prejudice of the Whole, 
they are not only Calm and Unconcern’d, but very 
often join in the Contrivance, and hug the Authors of 
it,as their Friends and Favourites. Suppofe a Report were 
to be Spirited-up, that the Great Mogul was march’d 


down, and had aétually feiz’d upon Fort St. George; or 
“that our Fattories in Africk were deftroy'd by the Ne- 


roes ; or that the Zurk had forbid all Commerce with 
this Pare of Exrope; 1am very fure, a Story of this 


‘fort could not feem half fo unlikely, as many _— 
t 


which are confidently told of the Government: 
muft certainly affeét our bas yrs Sears very nearly ; 
and could they difcover the Authors of fuch a Falfhood, 
they would rake all proper Methods to have them pu- 
nifh'd. Why then thould they not be as active and bu- 
fy, in difcouraging and fupprefling all Ramors of a 
higher Nature and more dangerous Retidaine ; by which 
not a fingle Company only, but the whole Nation fuffers 
and is damag'd: We fee how Zealous Men are to vin- 
dicate their own good Name and Charaéter, and to 
preferve their Crest, which is their Livelihood. Hence 
Attions of Scandal are trequent among Traders. Read 
the publick Advertifements, and you will find one com- 
plaining ; Thar nbzreas it was malicion]ly dwt that be 
was Zoing to eave his Trade —— Another gives no- 
tice ; iS yi of bis Neighbours have agreed to dif- 
rage bis Goods —— A third infifts ; That he is not the 
Jame A.B. mentioned in the Gazette, againft whom a Statute 
of Bankrupt is awarded A fourth contradi&ts, mbat 
4s been induffrioufly fpread concerning him, as that he 
was dead or gone beyond ~ — And in ag all Shop- 
keepers and Dealers, treat thofe as their mortal Ene- 
mies, who fay any thing Prejudicial to their Chara&ters 
in the way of Trade; and therefore one would think 
they fhould look with much greater Abhorrence upon 





“every one, who raifes a groundlefs Scandal ‘and evil 


Report upon the Government; wherein not only their 





own Fortunes, but thofe of all them fellow ’ 
are concern'd ; thould purfue them to the utinvit tio, 
<a cartes any regard to whatever Excufes , 
elfth narrow-fpirited Par: ab! ing in 
ona 4 p y thall be able to bring jy 

Ir is not impoffible but there may be Men fo defpe. 
rately wicked, as to contrive Mifchief ro the State ae 
of Spite or Envy to the Minifters, who are at the Helng 
of its Affurs: And others may perhaps be carclef a5 
to the welfare ofthe Whole, fo the Caufe of their own 
particular Party Thrives and Profpers: But furely Men 
of Sobriety, Men of Bufinefs, and Profedlors of Credi 
who are united to the Publick Intereft, and have large 
Stakes in the Government, will not think fo wildly 
and act upon a Scheme fo void of Reafon and Equiry 
They mutt know, that their dil depends on the ce. 
ftitution, and that Supporting the Miniftry in ever 
thing, that #8 for the br blick ervice, is in effet Sy . 
twee Themfelves. Befides it is no Affront, but a 

igh Compliment to the Men in Power, to let the 
World fee, that they would do more Good, and ferve 
the Publick in much greater Things, but for a Sett of 
Il] Men, who oppofe them in every Thing. They 
cannot but confider, that: expofing their Party is not 
confulting its Intereft; and*that they then expofe it 
moft, when they defend it in fuch a Method, as endan- 
i the whole Conftitution; when all Parties mu 
all rogether. They muft believe, that the ;Provoca- 
tions of an unjuft implacable'Oppofition will, of ne- 
ceflity, force a Stare upon Meafures, very difagreeable 
to that Side, who advance a Faétion, ‘not only Formi- 
dable, but Inconfiftent with the common Safety: And 
therefore for all thefe Reafons, tho’ they may go on to 
gratify their Old Friends in fome few Points, where the 
Good of the Whole is out of the Queftion; yet in all 
Contefts of a higher Nature, where the Conftitution is 
firuck at, they muft prefer the Intereft of cheir Country 
to that of Whig and Tory, and regulate their Condué 
accordingly, ,by ihe Rules of right Reafon, common 
Honefty, and Self-prefervation. 

It is of dangerous Confequence, for Men to fet up 
Government and “Party, a8 Two Majfers ; and to ferve 
the One, at the Expence and Damage of the Other. 
Such Men are vitiated in every Principle; and will uy 
a thoufand ways to get over Laws and Penalties, in order 
to comeat their Defigns. Severity is the higheft Fa- 
vour that can be fhew’d them. No wonder, they who 
are fo bad themfelves, think illof others ; at leaft {peak 
ill of them, and load the Accufation, that their own 
Crimes may efcape notice. To hear thefe Men call 
their Neighbours Papifts and Facobites, is in effect, cal- 
ling them Villtins and Traitors of the worft Sort ; and 
al) Britains of Honour and Honefty will refent the Af- 
front accordingly : They have as bad a Game to play 
underhand, amidft all this Din and Noife; and ai 
like thofe, who Reb and Gy Fie at the fame time. Let 
them only confider, what Precedents they fer; and 
what would become of them, if their own Arts were 
Yo be made ufe of againft them. They would arm the 
Mob againft the Government, for fear of Popery. Bui 
who mutt be arm’d againft them, for fear of Rebellion: 
The Symptoms and Appearances of this latter Diftem- 
per: are much ftronger than thofe of the former ; am 


believe they would not be mifunderftood: Enther 


way they have their Ends, if a Diforder happens. Tho 
even in that Cafe they may be difappointed. For goo! f 
Condu& and wife Councils, will bring Order out ot 
Confufion. , 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
Juft publifhed, the 3d Edition Corrested of, 


HE Publick Spirit of the Whigs, fer forth gn thei! : 


generous Encouragement of the Author’ of the 
Crifis : With fome Obfervations on the Seafonablencfy b 
Candor, Erudition and Style of that Treatife. Price 15) 
Printed for John Morphew, near Srationers-Hall. | 
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